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CLERGT. 


BRETHREN and FATHERS, 


ET it not be imputed to Forwardneſs, Vanity 
or Preſumption, that one who is of little Eſteem 
in the Church, takes upon him thus to addreſs 
a Body of People, to many of whom he owes 

the higheſt Reverence. I owe a ſtill higher Regard 

to Him who I believe requires this at my Hands; to the 

great Biſhop of our Souls; before whom both you and I 

mul ſhortly give an Account of our Stewardſhip. It is a 

Debt I owe to Love, to real, diſintereſted Aﬀection, to 

declare what has long been the Burden of my Soul. 

And may the Gop of Love enable you to read theſe 
ines, in the ſame Spirit wherewith they were wrote! 
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It will eaſily appear to an 3 Reader, That 
T do not ſpeak from a Spirit of Alger or Reſentment, 
- I know well, the Mratb of Man warketh not the Righteouſe 
- neſs of Gov. Mech leſs would J utter one Word out 
of Contempt; a Spirit juſtly abhorred by Gop and Man. 
Neither of theſe can conſiſt with that earneſt, tender 
Love, which is the Motive of my preſent Undertaking. 
In this Spirit I deſire to ea my Bread upon the Waters; 
a is enough, if $7 it again after Fay 1 N 


3 
* 


Mleantime you are ſenſible, Lovd does not forbidz 
but rather require Plainneſs of Speech. Has it not 
often conſtrained you as well as me, to lay aſide not 
onl y Diſguiſe, but Reſerve alſo? And by Manife/tation 
of the Truth to commend ourſelves to every Man's Conſcience 
in the Sight of Gop? And while I ,endeavapr to doꝭ this, 
let me earneſfly entreat you, for the Love of God, for 
the Love of your own Soul, for the Love of the Souls 
committed to your Charge, yea, and of the whole 
who it is that ſpeaks; but impartially conſider, what is 
ſpoken. And if it be falſe or faoliſh, reject it: But 40 
not reject the Wards f Truth ang rs; wh 15 1 


My firſt Defign was, to offer a few plain Thougbte 
to the Clergy of our own Church only. But upon far- 
ther Reflection, I ſee no Cauſe for being ſo flraitened in 
my own Bowels. I am a Debtor to all: And therefore 
tho I primarily ſpeak to them with whom I am more 
immediately connected, yet I would not be underſtood 
to exclude any, of whatſoever Denomination, whom 
Go has called to watch aver tbe Souls. of others, as 50 
that mui gixe Account, 
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In order to our giving this Account with Joy, am 

there not Two Things which it highly imports us to 

cConſider, Fit, What Manner of Men ought we to be? 
Sand, Are we ſucks. or re wenat?.c; «5 >, 


I. And, Fit, If we are Overſeers over the Church of 
Sor, which. He hath bought with his own Blood, what 
Manner of Men ought we to be, in Gifts as well as in 

. oy Ee 


(.) To begin with Gifts, and 1. with thoſe that are 
from Nature. Ought not a Miniſter to have, *1/t, A 
good Underſtanding? A clear Apprehenſion, a found 
Judgment, and à Capacity of reaſoning with ſome 
Cloſeneſs? Is not this neceſſary in an high Degree for 
the Work of the Miniſtry? Otherwiſe how will he be 
able to underſtand the various States of thoſe under his 
Care? Or to ſteer them through a thouſand Difficulties 
and Nangers, to the Haven where they would be? Is it 
not necellary, with Reſpect to the numerous Enemies 
whom he has to encounter? Can a Fool cope with all 
the Men that know not God? And with ali the Spirite 
of Darkneſs? Nay, he will neither be aware of the De+ 
vices of Satan, nor the Craftineſs of his Children, 


ET 240% Is it not highly expedient that a Guide of Souls 
ſhould have likewiſe ſome Livelineſs and Readineſs of 
Thought; Or how will he be able, when Need requires, 
to anſeber a Fool according to his Folly? How frequent is , 
this Need? ſeeing we almoſt every where meet with 
thoſe empty, yet petulant Creatures, who are far wifer 
in their own E yes, than ſeven Men that can render a Reaſon. 
Reaſoning therefore is not the Weapon to be uſed with 
them. You cannot deal with them thus, They ſcorn 


being 


. being ST nor can | they be Silenced, but in theie 
i} own N 8 


> 


""_ To a ſound Underſtanding; «ll a lively Tum 
of Thought, ſhould be joined a good Memory: If it 
| may be, ready, that you may make whatever occurs in 
i Reading or Converſation, your own ; but however re- 
= :tentive, leſt we be cuer learning, and never able to come to 
© - the Knowledge of the Truth, On the contrary, every Scribe 
| inſlrufted unto the Kingdom of Heaven, every Teacher 
| fitted for his Work, is like an Houjholder who bringeth ov out 
1 oY bis 8 Things new and old. 


l <4 And as to acquired "WY can he take one 
I} Step aright, without, firſt, a competent Share of Know- 
| ledge? A Knowledge, 1/t, of his own Office ; of the 
high Truſt in which he ſtands, the important Work to 
- which he is called? Is there any Hope that a Man ſhould 
diſcharge his Office well, if he knows not what it is? 
That he ſhould acquit himſelf faithfully of a Truft, the 
very Nature whereof he does not 8 Nay: If 
he hnows not the Work Gon has given him to do, * 


cannot finiſb it. 
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2dly, No leſs fre is a Knowledge of the Scrip- 
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1 tyres, which tcach us how to teach others: Yea, a 
| Knowledge of all the Scriptures; ſeeing Scripture in- 
1 terprets Scripture; one Part fixing the Senſe of another, | 
| So that whether it be true or not, that every good Tex- | 
[1 tuary is a good Divine, it is certain, none can be a good J 
x: Divine who is not a good Textuary. None elſe can be ; 


mighty in the Scriptures; able both to inſtruc, and to 0 ſtop 
the Mouths of 1 1 8 2 


lu of 


FTI 


wo tf * 


67 


* 1 to do this accurately, ought he not to know 
che literal Meaning of every Word, Verſe and Chapter, 


without which there can be no fem F oundation on 


which the ſpiritual Meaning can be built? Should he not 
likewiſe be able to deduce the proper Corollaries, ſpecu- 


lative and practical, from each Text; to ſolve the Dif- 


ficulties which ariſe, and anſwer the Objections which 


are or may be raiſed againſt it; and to make a ſuitabl, 


Acne of all, to the Conſciences of his  Hearers? 


LI 


| 2, But can \ be do . in \ the moſt effectual Man. 
ner, without a Knowledge of the Original Tengues? 
Without this, will he not frequently. be at a Stand, 


even as to Texts which regard Practice only? But he 


will be under ſtill greater Difficulties, with Reſpect to 
controverted Scriptures. He will be ill able to reſcue 


theſe out of the Hands of any Man of Learning that 
would pervert them: For whenever an Appeal is made 


to the ring, his Mouth i is * at once. 2 
al Is not a Wann of 88 Hiſtory likewita 
of antient Cuſtoms, of Chronology and Geography, 
tho” not abſolutely. neceſſary, yet highly expedient f of 
him that would throughly underſtand the Scriptures ? 
Since the Want even of this Knowledge is but poorly 
ſupplied. by reading the Comments of other Men. 


ty, 8 Knowledge of the Sciences Sos is (to a 
the leaſt). equally expedient, Nay, may we not ſay, that 
the Knowledge of one (whether Art or Science) altho' 
now quite unfaſhionable, is even neceſſary, next, and in 
order to, the Knov vledge of the Scripture itſelf? I mean, 
Logic. For what is chis, if rightly underſtood, but the 


Art of Gord Senſe? Of apprchending Things clearly, 
judging truly, and reaſoning coneluſwely? What is it, 


view'd 


1 


(1) 


Fiew'd in an6ther Light, but che Art of Learning and | 
Teaching? Whether by convincing or perſuading? What 


is there then, in the whole Compaſs arora to be ted 
fired 1 in x Compariforrof ie? . 


* 
4 


Is not ſome ie with what bas been term'd 


The Second Part of Logic, Metapbyſicts, if not fo ne- 


reflary as this, yet highly expedient, 1. In order to clear 
our Apprehenſion (without which it is impoffible either 


to judge correctly, or to reaſon cloſely or concluſively) 


by ranging our Ideas under General Heads: And, 2. In 
order to underſtand many uſeful n who _ | OP 
hardly be underſtood without it? ef rag | 
Should not a Miniſter be Lied too 4 4 at Kalt 
the General Grounds of Natural Philoſophy? Is not this 2 


great Help to the accurate underſtanding ſeveral Paſſages 


of Scriptiire? Aſſiſted by this, he may himſelf compre - 
hend, and on proper Occaſions explain to others, how 
the inviſible Things « on are ſeen from the Cregtion of the 


World? How the Heavens 44 i Glory of Gop, andthe 
Firmament ſheweth bi Handy-work: Till they cry out, O 


Lord, how manifold are thy Works! bn Wiſdom 1 Taos 
made them all. | 


But how are can he go in this, without ſome Know 
ledge of Geometry? Which is likewiſe uſeful, not barely 


on this Account, but to give Clearneſs of Apprehenſion, 
and an Habit of thinking « cloſely and connectedly, _ E: 


It muſt be allo! wed indeed; That ſome of theſe 
Branches of Know ledge are not fo indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary as the reſt; and therefore no thinking Man will 
condemn the Packers of the Church, for having in all 
Ages and Na atzons, appointed lome to the Miniſtry, who 
. ſuppoſe 


(9) L 


4 ſuppoſe they had the Capacity; yet had not had the Opa 
at portunity of attaining them. But what Excuſe is this, 
por one who has the Opportunity, and makes no Uſe of 

it? W hat ca 7 n be urged for a Perſon who has had an 


Univerſity ducation, if he does not underſtand them 
rd all'. Certainly, ſuppoſing him to have any Capacity, to 
1e- have common Underſtanding, he 1s inexcuſable before 
ear Gop and! Man. | | 
ner * | 
ly} Erb h, Can wp who ſpend ſeveral Years in thote Seats 


In of Learning, be exculed, if they do not add to that of 
ery the Languages and Sciences, the Knowledge of the Fa- 
1 169 thers? The moſt authentic Commentators on Scripture, 
125 as being both neareſt the Fountain, and eminently en- 
leaſt dued with that Spirit by whom all Scripture was given? 
his 4 It will be eaſily perceived, I ſpeak chiefly of thoſe who 
ages wrote before the Council of Nice. But who would not 
zpre- likewiſe deſire to have ſome Acquaintance with thoſe that 
how followed them? With S. Chry/o/tom, Baſil, Ferom, Au- 
of the lin; and above all, the Man of a broken Heart, n 
nd the Sw ? 1 


12 05 There is yet another Branch of Knowledge 
-. Ihighly neceſlary for a Clergyman, and that is, Knowledge 
of the World; a Knowledge of Men, of their Maxims, 


Tempers and Manners, ſuch as they occur in real Life. 
barely ithout this he will be liable to receive nuch Hurt, 
enſion, "4 capable of doing little Good; as he will not know, 
Peeither how to deal with Men, according to the vaſt Va- 
Neieety of their Characters; or to preſerve himſelf from 
g theſe hoſe, who almoſt in every Place lie in wait to deceive. 

_—_ How nearly allied to this, 1s, the Diſcernment of Spi⸗ 
. ** its? So far as it may be acquited by diligent Obſerva- 
"Bop B | tion: | 


(+10. 


tion. And can a Guide of Souls be without it? If he | 15, 
is he not liable to ſtumble at every Step? 


Sthy, Can he be without an eminent Share of Pru- 
dence? That moſt uncommon Thing which is uſually 
called Common Senſe? But how Mall we define it? Shall 


we ſay, with the Schools, that it is, Recta ratio rerum 


agibilium purticularium? Or is it, an habitual Conſidera- 


tion of all the Circumſtances of a Thing? 
Quis, quid, ubi, quibus auxiliis, chr, quomads, quando? 


And a Facility of adapting our Behaviour to the various 
Combinations of them? However it be defined, ſhould it 
not be ftudied with all Care, and purſued with all Ear- 
neſtneſs of Application? For what terrible Iriconveni- 


ences enſue, whenever it is remarkably wanting; 


gthly, Next to Prudence or Common Senſe (if it be not 


included therein) a Clergyman ought certainly to have 


ſome Degree of G99d-breeding: I mean, Addrefs, Eaſi 
neſs and Propriety of Behaviour, wherever his Lot is 

caſt: Perhaps one might add, He ſhould have (tho' not 
1 Statelineſs; for he is the Servant of all, yet) all the 


Courteſy of a Gentleman, joined with the Correctneſs of 


a Scholar. Do we want a Pattern of this? We have one] 
in St. Paul, even before Felix, Feſtus, King Agrippa. 
One can ſcarce help thinking, he was one of the beſt 
bred Men, one of the nel MD REY in the World; 
O that we likewiſe had the Skill to pleaſe all Men, for 
their Good, unto Edi opal 


\ 


In order to this, e pechully in our public Miniſtrations 
would not one with for a „rang, clear, muſical Voice, and 


2 goal Delivery, both with Regard to Pronunciation and 
Action! 


25 
he 185 


Pru- 
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iſtrations, 


Voice, and 
jation and 


Action 


( 11 ) 


Action? I name theſe here, becauſe they are far more 
acquirable, than has been commonly imagined, A re- 
markably weak and untuneable Voice has by ſteady Ap- 
plication become ſtrong and agrceable. Thaſe who 
ſtammered almoſt at every Word, have Jearned to ſpeak 
clearly and plainly, And many who were eminently 
ungraceful in their Pronunciation, and aukward in their 
Geſture, have in ſome Time by Art and Labour not 
only corrected that Aukwardneſs of Action, and Un- 
gracefulneſs of Utterance, but have become excellent in 


both, and in theſe Reſpects likewiſc the Ornaments of 


their Profeſſion, 


What may greatly encourage thoſe who give them- 
ſelves up to the Work, with Regard to all theſe Endow- 
ments, many of which cannot de attained without con- 
ſiderable Labour, is this: They ate aſſured of being 
aſſiſted in all their Labour, by Him who teacheth Men 
Knowledge, And who teacheth Iike Him? Who, like Him, 
giveth Wi dom to the Simple? How eaſy is it for Him, (if 
we deſire it, and believe that He is both able and willing 
70 do this) by the powerful, tho' ſecret Influences of his 
Spirit, to open and enlarge our Underſtanding ; ta 
ſtrengthen all our Faculties; to bring to our Remem- 


brance whatſoever Things are needful, and to fix and 


ſharpen our Attention to them; ſo that we may profit 
above all who depend wholly on themſelves, in whatever 
may qualify us for our Maſter's Work, 


(2.) But al theſe Things, however great they may 


be in themſelves, are little in Compariſon of thoſe that: 


follow. For what are all other Gifts, whether natural 
or acquired, when compared to the Grace of Gop? And. 
how ought this to animate and govern the whole Intentign, 


M fection and Practice of a Miniſter of Chri f 


B 2 . As 


Ul 


( 12 ) 


7. As to his Intention, both in undertaking this impor» 
tant Office, and in executing every Part of it, ought it 
not to be ſingly this, To glorify God, and to ſave Souls 
from Death? Is not this abſolutely and indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, before all and above all Things? F his Eye be 
fingle, bis while Body, his whole Soul, his whole Work 
will be full of Light. Gop who commanded Light to ſhine 
out of Darkneſs, will ſhine on his Heart; will direct him in 
all his Ways, will give him to fee the Fravel of his 
Soul and be ſatisfied. But if his Eye, his Intention be 
not ſingle, if there be any Mixture of meaner Motives, 
( how much more, if thoſe were or are his leading Motrves, 
in undertaking or exerciſing this high Office?) his whole 
Body, his whole Soul will be full of Darkneſs, even ſuch 
as iſſues from the bottomleſs Pit: Let not ſuch a Man 
think, that he ſhall have any Bleſſing from the Lokp. 
No: The Curſe of God abideth on him; Let hin not 
expect to enjoy any ſettled Peace, any ſolid Comfort in 
his own Breaſt: Neither can he hope, there will be any 
Fruit of his Labours, any Sinners converted to Gop. | 


4A : 4c oc 9 r 
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2. As to his Afc1oms. Ought not a Sued of the 
Myſteries of GoD, a Shepherd of the Souls for whom 
Chri/t died, to be endued with an eminent Meaſure of | le 
Love to Gon, and Love to all his Brethren? A Love T7 
the ſame in Kind, but in Degree far beyond that of or- cl 
dinary Chriſtians? Can he otherwiſe anſwer the high a 

Character he bears, and the Relation wherein he ſands? 1h 
Without this, how can he go through all the Toils and L 
| Difficulties which neceſſarily attend the faithful Execy- th 
tion of his Office? Would it be poſſible for a Parent to 
£0 through the Pain and Fatigue of bearing and bring- 


IM Hz 


ing up even one Child, were it not for that vehement 70 
Aßtecien, that inexpreſſible voi, which the Creator has C} 
given jor that very End? How much leſs will it be poſſi- to 


ble 


E 
ple for any Paſtor, any ſpiritual Parent, to go through 


the Pain and Labour of travailing in Birth for, and 
bringing up many Children, to the Meaſure of the full 


Stature of Chriſt, without a large Meaſure of that inex- 
preſſible Affection, which 4 Stranger inter meddletß not 
with £ 


He therefore muſt be utterly void of Underſtanding, 


-muſt be a Madman of the higheſt Order, who on any 
Conſideration whatever, undertakes this Office, while 
he is a Stranger to this Affection. Nay, I have often 


wondered, that any Man in his Senſes, does not rather 


dig or threſh for a Livelihood, than continue therein, 
_ unleſs he feels at leaſt (which is extremd lined amare) 
' ſuch anearneſt Concern for the Glory of GoD, and ſuch 


a Thirſt after the Salvation of Souls, that he is ready to 
do any Thing, to loſe any Thing, or to ſuffer any 


Thing, rather than one ſhould — for whom Cart 7 
died. 


| And is not even this Degree of Love to God and 
Man utterly inconſiſtent with the Love of the World? 
With the Love of Money or Praiſe? With the very 


| loweſt Degree of either Ambition or Senſuality? How | 


much leſs can it conſiſt with that poor, low, irrational, 

childiſh Principle, the Love of Diverſions? (Surely even 
a Man, were he neither a Miniſter, nor a Chriſtian, 
ſhould put away childiſh Things.) Not only this, but the 
Love of Pleaſure, and what lies {till deeper i in the Soul, 


the Love of Eaſe, flees before it. 


3. As to bis Practice. Unto the Ungodly, ſaith Gop, 


why dſt thou preach my Laws? What is a Miniſter of 
Chri/t, a Shepherd of Souls, unleſs he is all devoted 
to Gop? Unleſs he abſtain with the utmoſt Care and 

Diligence, 


Fi 
. 
'F4 
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( 14) 


Diligence, from every evil Word and Work ; from all 


Appearance of Evil; yea, from the moſt innocent 


Things, whereby any might be offended or made weak? 


Is he not called above others, to be an Example to the 


Flock, in his private as well as public Character? An 
Example of all holy and heavenly Tempers, filling the 
Heart ſo as to ſhine through the Life? Conſequently, is 
not his whole Life, it he walks worthy of his Calling, 


one inceſſant Labour of Love? One continued Tract of 


praiſing Gop, and helping Man? One Series of Thank- 
fulneſs and Beneficence? Is he not always humble, al- 


ways ſerious, tho” rejoicing evermore; mild, gentle, 


patient, abſtinent ? May you not reſemble him to a 


Guardian Angel, miniſtring to thoſe who /hall be Heirs of 
Salvation? Is he not one ſent forth from Gop, to ſtand 
between Gop and Man, to guard and aſſiſt the poor, 
helpleſs Children of Men, to ſupply them both with 


Light and Strength, to guide them through a thouſand 
known and unknown Dangers, *till at the appointed 
Time he returns with thoſe committed to his Charge, ta 
'bis and their Father who is in Heaven! 


O who is able to deſcribe ſuch a Meſſenger of Gor, 


faithfully executing his high Office? Working together 
with Gop, with the great Author both of the Old and 
of the New Creation! See his LorD, the eternal Son 


of GoD, going forth on that Work of Omnipotence, 


and creating Heaven and Earth by the Breath of his 


Mouth! See the Servant whom He delighteth to honour, 


fulfilling the Counſel of his Will, and in his Name 
ſpeaking the Word, whereby is raiſed a new, ſpiritual 


Creation. Impowered by Him, he ſays to the dark, 
unformed Void of Nature, Let there be Light: And there 
is Light. Old Things are paſſed away: Behold all Things 


are become nad. He is continually a in 0 
4 | & the 


ject; and ſome of them admirably well. 
any, at leaſt in our Nation, have carried their Enquiry 
through all theſe Particulars. Neither have they always 


Pain? Yes, from giving unneceſſary 


(15) 


the Angels of Go have not the Honour to do, £0-opea 


rating with the Redeemer of Men, in NET _ 
Children to Glory. 


Such is a true Miniſter bf Ori. And ſuch, beyond 
all N of Diſpute, ought E you nn I to 1 | 


IT. But are we ſuch? What are we in the Reſped⸗ 


above- named? It is a melancholy, but neceſſary Conſi- 


deration. It is true, many have wrote upon this Sub- 


Vet few, if 


ſpoken ſo plain and home, as the Nature of the Thing 


required. But why did they not? Was it becauſe 


they were unwilling to give Pain to thoſe whom they 
loved? Or were they hindered by Fear of diſobliging ? 
Or of incurring any temporal Inconvenience? Miſerable 
Fear! Is any temporal Inconvenience whatever to be laid 


in the Ballance with the Souls of our Brethren? Or were 


they prevented by Shame, ariſing from a Conſciouſneſs 
of their own many and great Defeats? Undoubtedly this 
might extenuate the Fault, but not altogether remove 


it. For is it not a wiſe Advice, Be not aſhamed when it 


concerneth thy Soul? Eſpecially, when it concerns the 


douls of Thouſands alſo? In ſuch a Caſe may Gon 


ce Set as a Flint our ſteady ASS Crna} 
Harden to Adamant our Brow.” 


But is there not another Hindrance ? Should not Com- 
pany ſhould not Tenderneſs hinder us from giving 


Pain. But what 
Manner of Tenderneſs is this? It is like that of a Sur- 


geon, who lets his Patient be lo?, becauſe he is too 
Com- 


compaſſionate to probe his Wounds. Cruel Coma 


paſſion! Let me give Pain, ſo I may fave Life. Let me 
probe, that Gop may heal. 


(..) Are we then ſuch as we are ſenſible we ſhould be, 
1/, With Regard to Natural Endowments? I am afraid 


not. If we were, how many Stumbling-blocks would 


be removed out of the Way of ſerious Infidels? Alas, 


what terrible Effects do we continually fee of that com- 


mon, tho' ſenſeleſs Imagination, The Boy, if he 
is fit for nothing elſe, will do well enough for a 


Parſon? Hence it is, that we ſee (I would to Gon, 


there were no ſuch Inſtance in all Great-Britain or Ire- 


Land) dull, heavy, blockiſh Miniſters; Men of no Life, 
no Spirit; no Readineſs of Thought; who are conſequently 


the Jeſt of every pert Fool, every lively, airy Coxcomb 
they meet. We ſee others whoſe Memory can retain 


nothing. Therefore they can never be Men of conſi- 


derable Knowledge. They can never know much even 
of thoſe Things which they are moſt nearly concerned 


to know. Alas, they are pouring the Water into a 
leaky Veſſel; and the broken Ciſtern can hold no Wa- 


ter. I do not ſay, with Plato, That * all human 
Knowledge i is nothing but Remembring.” 
is, that without Remembring, we can have but a ſmall 
Share of Knowledge. And even thoſe who enjoy the 


| moſt retentive Memory, find ou Reaſon ſtill ta 
3 8 


A Skill comes ſo ſlow, and Life fo faſt does fly; 
K We learn ſo little, and forget 10 much.” 


And yet we ſee and bewail a ſtill greater DefeR, in | 


ſome that are in the Miniſtry, They want Senſe; they 
are defective in Under/tandirg; their Capacity is low and 
ſhallow; 


Yet certaih it 


Mallow; their Apprehenſion is muddy and confuſed: Of 
Conſequence they are utterly incapable, either of form- 
ing a true Judgment of Things, or of reaſoning juſtly 
upon any Thing. O how can theſe who themſelves 
know nothing aright, impart Knowledge to others ? 
How inſtruct them in all the Variety of Duty, to Gop, 
their Neighbour, and themſelves? How will they guide 
them through all the Mazes of Error, through all the 
Intanglements of Sin and Temptation? Hew will they 
apprize them of the Devices of Satan, and guard them 
againſt all the 1Yi/dom of the Morld? 


It is eaſy to perceive, I do not ſpeak this for their 
Sake; (for they are incorrigible) but for the Sake of 
Parents, that they may open their Eyes and fee, A 
Blockhead can never “ do well enough for a Parſon.“ 
He may do well enough for a Tradeſman ; ſo well as 


to gain fifty or an hundred thouſand Pounds. He may 


do well enough for a Soldier; nay, (if you pay well for 
it) for a very well-dreſt and well-mounted Officer. He 
may do well enough for a Sailor, and may ſhine on the 
Quarter-deck of a Man of War. He may do ſo well, in 
the Capacity of a Lawyer or Phyſician, as to ride in his 
gilt Chariot. But O] think not of his being a Miniſter, 
unleſs you would bring a Blot upon your Family, a 
Scandal upon our Church, and a Reproach on the Goſ- 
pel, which he may murder, but cannot teach. 


Are we ſuch as we are ſenſible we ſhould be, 
2aly, With Regard to acquired Endnwments? Here the 
Matter (ſuppoſe we have common Underſtanding) lies 
ore directly within our own Power, But under this, 
s well as the following Heads, methinks I would not 
onſider at all, how many or how few, are either excel- 
ent or defetives I would only deſire every Perſon who 
C reads 


> 
19 
- 2 
$i 
5 
8 
i, 
ji 
p! 


— 


— 


a. „ — 
2— 


— 4 


= . 


— — — 


: S Ig" 


—U— 


2 * Be „ wx =_ "WL 2 * hes >: * * * * — — n 
— — „ * . * uy * * W = a - 2 _— 2 ” = * 4h yy 
22 EE r —— . 5 I peg n © — — 
„ * * 0 ” +. iV "ET" a — 4 
— -- —— _ — re — — St * RL ot ag — — — , N - — rern - 
- 222 2 


189 
reads this, to apply it to himſelf. Certainly ſome of 
in the Nation is defective. Am not I the Man? 


Let us each ſeriouſly examine himſelf. Have 1 
1. Such a Knmoledge of Scripture, as becomes him who 
undertakes fo to explain it to others, that it may be a 
Light in all their Paths? Havel a full and clear View of 
the Analogy of Faith, which is the Clue to guide me 
through the whole? Am I acquainted with the ſeveral 
Parts of Scripture; with all Parts of the Old Teſtament 
and the New? Upon the Mention of any Text, do I 
know the Context, and the parallel Places? Have I that 
Point at leaſt of a good Divine, the being a good Tex- 
tuary? Do I know the Grammatical Conſtruction of 
the Four Gofpels? Of the Acts? Of the Epiſtles? And 
am I a Maſter of the ſpiritual Senſe (as well as the lite- 
ral) of what I read? Dol underſtand the Scope of each 
Book, and how every Part of it tends thereto? Have! 
Skill to draw the natural Inferences deducible from each 
Text? Do I know the Objections raiſed to them or 
from them by Jews, Deiffs, Papiſis, Arians, Sociniam, 
and all other Sectaries, who more or leſs corrupt or cax- 
poni ze the Mord of God? Am I ready to give a ſatiſ- 
factory Anſwer to each of theſe Objections? And have! 
learned to apply every Part of the Sacred Writings, a 
the various States of my Hearers require?! 


2. Do I underſtand Greck and Hebrew? Otherwiſe 
how can I undertake (as every Miniſter does) not only 
to explain Books which are written therein, but to de 
fend them againſt all Opponents? Am I not at the 
Mercy of every one who does underſtand, or even pre- 
tends to underſtand the Original? For which Way cat 
I confute his Pretence? Do I underſtand the Language 
„f the Old Teftament? Critically? At all? Can I rex 
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into Engliſh one of David's Pſalms? Or even the firft 


Chapter of Gene/is? Do I underſtand the Language of 


the New Teſtament? Am I a critical Maſter of ii Hav 2 


| I enough of it even to read into Eugliſb the firſt Chapter 


of St. Luke? If not, how many Years did I fpend at 
School? How many at the Univerſity? And what was 
I doing all thoſe Years? — not Shame to cover my 


| Face? 


3. Do I underſtand my own Offce? Have I deeply 
conſidered before Gop the Character which I bear? 
What is it to be an Ambaſſador of Chriſt? An Envoy | 
from the King of Heaven? And do I know and feel what 
18 implied in watching over the Souls of Men, as he that. 
22 give Account? 


4. Dol Ss ſa much of profane Hilary as tends 
to confirm and illuſtrate the Sacred? Am I acquainted 
with the antient Cuſtoms of the Fews and other Nations 
mentioned in Scripture? Have I a competent Knowledge 
of Chronalogy, that at leaſt which refers to the Sacred 
Writings? And am I fo far (if no farther) {kill'd in 
Geography, as to know the Situation, and give ſome 
Account of all the conſiderable Places mentioned therein? 


5. Am Ia tolerable Maſter of the Sciences? Have I gone 
through the very Gate of them, Logic? If not, I am not 
likely to go much farther, when I ſtumble at the 
"Threſhold. Do I underſtand it, ſo as to be ever the 
better for it? To have it always ready for Uſe? So as to 
apply every Rule of it, when Occaſion is, almoſt as na- 


turally as I turn my Hand? Do I underſtand it at all!, 


Are not even the Moods and Figures above my Compre- 
henſion? Do not I poorly endeavour to cover my Igna- 
rance, by. affecting to laugh at their barbarous Names? 
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Can I even reduce an indirect: Mood to a dire? An 
Hypothetic to a Categorical Syllogiſm? Rather, have not 
my ſtupid Indolence and Lazineſs, made me very ready 
to believe what the little Wits and pretty Gentlemen 


| affirm, © That Logic is good for nothing!“ It is good 
for this at leaſt (wherever it is under{tood) to make 


People talk let; by ſhewing them both what is, and 
what 1s not to the Point; and how extremely dard it is 


to prove any Thing. Do I underſtand Metaphyſicts? 
If not the Depths 'of the Schoolmen, the Subtleties of 


Scotus or Aquinas, yet the firſt Rudiments, the general 
Principles of that uſeful Science? Have I conquered fo. 


much of it, as to clear my Apprehenſion and range my 
Ideas under proper Heads? So much as enables me to 
read with Eaſe and Pleaſure as well as Profit, Dr. Hem y 
Merss Works, Malchranche's Search after Truth, | and Dr. 


Clark's Demomſtration of the Being and Attributes of Gon? 
Do I underſtand Natural Phiiz/aphy? If J have not gone 


deep therein, have I digeſted the general Grounds of it? 
Have I maſtered Graveſande, Keil, Sir Ijcac Newton's 
Principia, with his Theory of Light and Colcyrs? In order 


thereto, have I laid in fome Stock of A47athematicat 


Knowledge? Am I Matter of the Mathematical A B C, 
of Euchd's Elements? If J have not gone thus far, if I am 
ſuch a Novice {till, what have I been about ever ſince [ 


came from School? 


6. Am T acquainted with the Fathers? At leaft with 


thoſe venerable Men, who lived in the earlieſt Ages of 


the Church? Have I read over and over the golden Re- 
mains of Clemens Romanus, of Tenat: 724 and Polycarp ?. 


ang have given one Reading, at leaſt, to the Works of 


un Martyr, Tertiilli an, Origen, Clemens Aexardrinus 


and 10 77 Aan? 


7. Have 
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7. Have I any Knowledge of the World? Have ] ſtus 


died Men (as well as Books) and obſerved their Tem- 


pers, Maxims and Manners? Havel learned, to beware 

of Men? To add the Wiſdom of the Serpent to the In- 
pocence of the Dove? Has Gop given me by Nature, 
or have I acquired, any Meaſure of the Diſcernment of 
Sprrits? Or of its near Ally, Prudence, enabling me on 
all Occaſions to conſider all Circumſtances, and to ſuit 
and vary my Behaviour according to the various Combi-. 
nations of them? Do TI labour never to be rude or ill- 
manner'd ? Not to be remarkably wanting in Good- 
breeding ® Do I endeavour to copy after thoſe who are 
eminent for Addreſs and Eaſineſs of Behaviour? Am I. 


(tho' never light or trifling, either in Word or Action 


yet) affable and courteous to all Men? And do I omit na 
Means which is in my Power, and conſiſtent with my, 


Character, of pleaſmg all Men with whom I cm 
for their Good, ta Ed. ification? ? 


If I am wanting even in theſe loweſt Endowments, 
ſhall I not frequently regret the Want? How often ſhall 
| move heavily, and be far Teſs uſeful than I might have 
been? How much more ſhall I ſuffer in my Uſefulneſs, 
if I have waſted the O pportunities I once had of acquaint- 
ing myſelf with the great Lights of Antiquity, the Aute- 
nicene Fathers? Or if I have . away thoſe precious 
Hours, wherein I might have made myſelf Maſter of the 
Sciences? How poorly muſt I many Times drag on, for 
Want of the Helps which I have vilely caft away? But 
is not my Caſe ſtill worſe, if I have loitered away the 
Time wherein I ſhould have perfected myſelf in Greek 
and Hebrew? I might before this have been critically 
acquainted with theſe Treaſuries of Sacred Knowledge. 
But they are now hid from my Eyes; they are cloſe 
100 cked up, and J have no o Key to open them. However, 
have 


I walk by the May; when I lie down, and when I riſe up? 
By this Means have I at length attained a thorough. 


| ſpiritual Meaning? Otherwiſe how can I attempt to 


intellectual Endowments vaniſh into nothing. Am I ſuck. 
as I ought to be, with Regard to the Grace of Gop ? 


Metal? Had I, or have I no T' hought of worldly Gain? 


(-24)/ 


have J uſed all poſſible Diligence to ſupply that grievous 
Defect, (fo far as it can be ſupplied now) by the moſt. 
accurate Knowledge of the Engliſh Sciptures? Do I me- 
ditate therein Day and Night? Do I think (and conſe- | 
quently ſpeak) thereof, when I fit in the Houſe, and when | 


Knowledge as of the ſacred Text, fo of its literal and 


inſtru others therein? Without this, I am a blind Guide 
indeed! I am abſolutely incapable of teaching my Flock, 
what I have never learned myſelf: No more fit to lead 

Souls to Gop, than I am to govern the World. 


(2.) And yet there is a higher Conſideration than that 
of Gifts; higher than any or all of theſe joined together; 
a Conſideration in View of which all external and all 


The Loxp Gop enable me to judge aright of this! * 


And 1. What was my Intention in taking upon me ſo 
this Office and Miniſtry? What was it, in taking Charge th 
of this Pariſh, either as Miniſter or Curate: Was it al- . 
ways, and is it now, wholly and ſolely, to glorify Gop, no 
and ſave Souls? Has my Eye been ſingly fixed on this, 
from the Beginning hitherto? Had I never, have I not 
now, any Mixture in my Intention; any Alloy of baſer 


Filthy Lucre, as the Apoſtle terms it. Had I at firſt, 


have I now, no ſecular View? No Eye to Honour or 
Preferment? To a plentiful Income? Or, at leaſt, a 
Competency? A warm and comfortable Livelihood? 


Alls; 


12309 
Alas, my Brother! F the Light that is in thee be Dar- 

neſs, how great is that Darkneſs? Was a comfortable Liveli- 
hood then your Motive for entering into the Miniſtry. ? 
And do you avow this in the Face of the Sun, and 
without one Bluſh upon your Cheek? I cannot compare 
you with Simon Magus: You are many Degrees beneath 
him. He offered to give Money for the Gift of Gov, the 
Power of conferring the Holy Ghoſt. Hereby however 
he ſhewed; that he ſet an higher Value on the Gift than 
en the Money which he would have parted with for it. 
But you do not: You ſet a far higher Value on the Money 
than on the Gift; inſomuch that you do not deſire, you 
will not accept of the Gift, unleſs the Money accompany 
it! The Biſhop ſaid, when you was ordained, © Receive 
thou the Holy Ghoſt.” But that was the leaſt of your 
Care. Let . will receive this, ſo you receive the 
Money, the Revenue of a good Benefice. While you 
miniſter the Word and Sacraments before Gop, He 
gives the Holy Ghoſt to thoſe who duly receive them; 3 
ſo that through your Hands likewiſe the Holy Ghoſt is in 


this Senſe given now. But you have little Concern 


whether He be or not: So little, that you will miniſter 
no longer, He ſhall be given no more either through 
your Lips or Hands, if you have no more Money for 


your Labour. O Simon, Simon! what a Saint wert 


thou, compared to many of the moſt honourable Men 


how in Chriſtendom ? 


Let not any either ignorantly or wilfully miſtake me. 
I would not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the Corn. I 


| know the ſpiritual Labourer too is worthy of his Reward 


and that if ze ſew unto our Flock ſpiritual Things, it is 
meet that we reap of their carnal Things, I do not there- 
tore blame, no, not in any Degree, a Miniſter's taking 
a yearly Salary ; But I blame his ſerling it. The Thing 

blameable 


{ 24 


blameable is, the having it in his View, as the Motive; 


br any Part of the Motive, for entering into this facret] 


Office, 


Flic nigræ fuccus Ioliginis; hee eff 


* mera. 


If Preferment, or Honour, or Profit was in his Ee his 
Eye was not ſingle. And our Loxp knew no Medium 
between a ſingle and an evil Eye. The Eye therefore 
which is not /igle is evil. It is a plain, adjudged Caſe: 
He then that has any other Deſign in undertaking or 
executing the Office of a Miniſter, than purely this; 
To glorify Gop and fave Souls, his Eye is not ſingle. 
Of Conſequence, it is evil; and therefore his whole Boch 
muſt be fill of Darkneſs. The Light which is in him is 
very Darineſs: Darkneſs covers his whole Soul: He has 
no folid Peace: He has no Bleffing from Gop: And 
| there is no Fruit of his Labours. 


It is no Wonder, that they who ſee no Harm in this, 


ſce no Harm in adding one Living to another, and, if 
they can, another to that; yet fill wipimg their Mouth, 
and ſaying, they have done no Evil. In the very firſt 
Step, their Eye was not . ingle: Therefore their Mind was 
filled with Darkneſs. So they ſtumble on ſtill in the 
ſame . 'till their Feet _ on the dark Mountains: 


It is pleaded indeed, That & a ſmall Living will not 


maintain a large Family.” Maintain? How? It will 
not cloath them in Purple and fine Linnen; nor enable them 
to fare ſunplumnſly every Day. But will not the Living 
you have now, afford you and yours the plain Neceſſaries, 
yea and Conveniencies of Life? Will it not maintain 
you in the frugal, Chriſtian Simplicity, which becomes 
„ a Mini- 


vez 


red 
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a Miniſter of Chai? Tt will not maintain you in Pomp 
and Grandeur, in elegant Luxury, in faſhionable Senſu- 
ality. So much the better. If your Eyes were open; 
whatever your Income | Was, you would flee from theſe 


| EY from Hell-fire. 


It has been pleaded; Secondly; ce B having a lirget 
Income, I am able to do more Good.“ But dare you 
aver, inthe Preſence of Gop, that it was /mgly with this 
View, only for this End, that you ſought a larger In- 
come? If not, you are ſtill condemned before Gop; 
your De was not /mgle. Do not therefore quibble 1 ; 
evade. This was not your Motive of Acting. It was 
not the Deſire of doing more Good, whether to the 
Souls! or Bodies of Men, it was not the Love of Gop; 
(you know it was not, your own Conſcience is as a 
thouſand Witneſſes) but it was the Love of Money, and 
the Deſire of other Things, which animated you in this 
Purſuit. If then the Word of God is true, you are in 
Darkneſs ſtill: It fills and covers your Soul. 


I might add, a larger Income does not neceſſarily 
mply a Capacity of doing more ſpiritual Good. And this 
5 the higheſt Kind of Good: It is good to feed the 
ungry, to cloath the Naked: But it is a far nobler 
ood, to ſave Souls from Death, to pluck poor Brands out 
the Burning. And it is that to which you are peculiarly 
alled, and to which you have ſolemnly promiſed to 
bend all your Studies and Endeavours. But you 
re by no Means ſure, that by adding a ſecond Living 
b your firſt, you ſhall be more capable of doing Good 
this Kind, than you would have been; had you laid 
4 all your 2 and all your Strength, on your firſt 

K. 
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be However 
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ce However 7 ſhall be able to do more 1 bene Good. "7 
| You are riot ſure even of this. I Riches increaſe, they 
are increaſed that cat them. Perhaps your Expences may 
riſe proportionably with your Income. But if not, if 
you have a greater Ability, ſhall you have a greater Wil- 
lingneſs to do Good? You have no Reaſon in the World 
to believe this. There are a thouſand Inſtances of the 
contrary. How many have leſs Will, when they have 
more Power? Now they have more Money, they love it 
more. When they had little, they did their Diligence 
gladly to give of that little: But ſince they have had much, 
they are ſo far from giving plenteouſy, that they can 
hardly afers to give at all. 


« But by my having another Living; I maintain 2 
valuable Man, who might etherwiſe want the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life.” I anſwer, 1. Was this your whole and 
fole Motive, in ſeeking that other Living? If not, this 
Plea. will hot clear you from the Charge: Your Eye was 
not ſmgle. 2. Tf it was, you may put it beyond Diſpute 
You may prove at once the Purity of your Intention, 
Make that valuable Man Rector of one of your Pariſhes 

and you are clear before Gop and Man. 


But what can be pleaded for thoſe who have two ot 
more Flocks, and take Care of none of them? Wh 
juſt look at them now and then for a few Days, and 
then remove to a convenient Diſtance, and ſay, Soul 
thru haſt much Goods laid up for may: Tears; take thi 
2 aſe; wh drink, and be merry? 


Some Years ago I was aſking a plain Man, Ough 
not he ch feeds the Flock, to eat of the Milt of the Flock? 
Ele wa an « Friend, I have no Objection to tha 


But what is that to him who daes not feed the Flock? Ht 
ſtand 
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ſtands on the far Side of the Hedge, and 'eeds himſelf. 
It is another who feeds the Flock. And ought he to have 
the Milk of the Flock? What canſt thou ſay for him?” 
Truly, nothing at all. And he will have nothing to ſay 
for himſelf, when the great Shepherd ſhalt pronounce 
that juſt Sentence, Bind the unprofitable Servant Hand 
__ Foot, and caſt him into outer Derknefs. 


T have dwelt the longer on this Head, becaufe a right 
Intention is the firſt Point of all, and the moſt neceſſary 
of all; inaſmuch as the Want of this cannot be ſupplied 
by any Thing elſe whatſoever. It is the ſetting out 
wrong; a Fault never to be amended, unleſs you return 
to the Place whence you came, and ſet out right. It is 
impoſſible therefore to lay too great Streſs upon a ſingle 


Eye, a pure Intention: Without which, all our Sacrifice, 


our Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments are an Abominay 
tion to the LoRD. 


'2 cannot diſmiſs this important Article, without touch- 
ing upon one Thing more. How many are q:refly con- 
cerned therein, I leave to the Searcher af Hearts, 


You have been ſettled in a Living or a Curacy for 
ſome Time. You are now going to exchange it for 
another. Why do you do this > For what Reaſon dg 
you prefer this before your former Living or. Curacy ? 


« Why, I had but Fifty Paunds a Year where I was 


before, and now I ſhall have an Hundred.“ And is this 
your real Motive of Acting? The true Reaſon why you 
make the Exchange? © It is: And is it not a ſufficient 
Reaſon?” Yes, for a Heathen; but not for one who 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
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Ferhaps a more groſs Infatuation than this, was never 
yet known upon Earth, There goes one, who is com- 
miſſioned to be an Ambaſſador of Chrift, a Shepherd of 
neyer- dying Souls, a Watchman over the Iſrael of Go, 


a Steward of the Myſteries which Angels deſire to look 
into. Where is he going? To London, to Briſtol, to 


| Northampton.” Why does he go thither? „ To get 


more Money.“ A tolerable Reaſon for driving an Herd 


of Bullocks to one Market rather than the other; (tho 
if a Drover does this, without any farther View, he acts 


as an Heathen, not a Chriſtian.) But what a Reaſon 
for leaving the immortal Souls, over whom the Holy 
Ghoſt dad made you Overſeer! And yet this is the Moy 


tive which not only influences in ſecret, but is acknow- 


ledged openly and without a Bluſh! Nay, it is excuſed, 


juſtified, defended; and that not by a few, here and 
there, who are ace void both of Piety and Shame; i 
but by Numbers of ſeemingly religious Men, . from one 
End of England to the 7 5 


2. Am I, Secondly, 1b AS 1 aka to be, with Re: 
gard to my Section? I am taken from among, and or: 
dained for Men, in Things pertaining to Gor. I ſtand 
between Gop and Man, by the Authority of the great 


Mediator, in the neareft and moſt endearing Relation 


both to my Creator and to my Fellow-creatures, Have 
T accordingly given my Heart to Gop, and to my Bre- 


ihren for his Sake? Do I love Gop with all my Seu, and 


Strength? And my Neighbour, every Men, as myſelf} f 
Does this Love ſwallow mc up? Poſſeſs me whole! 
Conſtitute my ſupreme Happineſs? Does it animate all 
my Pafſions and Tempers, and regulate all my Powers 


and Faculties? Is it the Spring. which gives Riſe to all . 


wy Thoughts, and g governs all my Words and Actions ? 


i 


T WY. : 


go. it does, not unto me, but unto Gop be the Tale. 


it does not, Gop be merciful to me a Simer! 


At leaſt, do I feel ſuch a Cle for the FRE of 
GoÞ, and ſuch a Thirſt after the Salvation of Men, that 
I am ready to do any Thing, however contrary to my 
natural Inclination, to part with any Thing, however | 
agreeable to me, to ſuffer any Thing, however grievous 
to Fleſh and Blood, ſo I may fave one Soul from Hell? 
Is this my ruling Temper at all Times and in all Places? 
Does it make all my Labour light? If not, what a Wea⸗ 


rineſs is it? What a e Had $1 not far better 
hold the opt” 


But is it -offible 1 this ſhould be my ruling Ton if 
J ſtill love the World? No certainly. If love the IVarla, 
ihe Love of the Father is not in me, The Love of Gop is 
not in me, if I love Money; if T love Pleaſure, ſo calle 


or Diverſion. Neither i is it in me, if I am a Lover 


Honour, or Praiſe, or of Dreſs, or of good Eating 5 


Drinking. Nay, even Indolence, or the Love of . 
15 inconſiſtent with the Love of Goo. | 


What a Creature then is a covetous, an ambitious, A 
luxurious, an indolent, a Diverſion-loving Clergyman? 
Is it any Wonder that Infidelity ſhauld increaſe, where 
any of theſe are to be found? That many, comparing 
heir Spirit with their Profeſſion, ſhould blaſpheme that 
worthy Name whereby they are called? But Moe be unto, 
him by whou the Offence cometh! It were good for that Man 
if be had never been bern. It were good for him now, 


$ father than he ſhould continue to turn the Lame out of. 


the Way, that a Mill-flone were hanged about his Necks and | 
e were 604 inte the Depts if: the Scat 
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3. May not you, who are of a better Spirit, conſider, 
Thirdly, Am I ſuch as I ought to be, with Regard to my 
Practice? Am I in my private Life, wholly devoted to 


God? Intent upon this one Thing, to do in every Point 
not my ozon Mill, but the Will of Him that ſent me? Do 1 


carefully and reſolutely abſtain from every evil Word and 
Work? From all Appearance of Evil? From all indifferent 


Things, which might lay a Stumbling-block in the Way 


of the Weak? Am I zealous of good Works? As I have 


Time, do I do Good to all Men? And that in every 
Kind, and in as high a Degree as I am capable: 


How do I behave in the public Work whereunto I am 


called? In my paſtoral Character? Am l a Pattern to my 


Flack, in Mord, in Behaviour, in Love, in Spirit, in Faith, 


in Purity? Is my Word, my daily Converſation, aways 


in Grace, always meet to minifler Grace to the Hearers? Is 


my Behaviour ſuitable to the Dignity of my Calling? Dol 


walk as Chriſi alſo walked? Does the Love of Gop and 


Man not only fill my Heart, but ſhine through my 


whole Converſation? Is the Spirit, the Temper which 
appears in all my Words and Actions, ſuch as allows me 
to ſay, with humble Boldneſs, Herein be ye Followers of 
me, as I am of Chriſt? Do all who have n Diſcern- 
ment take Knowledge, (judging of the Tree by its 
Fruits) that the Life which I now live, I live by Faith in 
the Son of Gap; and that in all Simplicity and godly Sin- 


cerity I have my Converſation in the World? Am I exem- 


plarily pure from all worldly Deſire? From all vile and 
vain Affections? Is my Life one continued Labour of 
Love? One Tract of praiſing Gop and helping Man! 
Do I in every Thing fee Him who is inviſible? And le- 
Holding with open Face the Gliry of the Lonb, am I changs 
into the fame Image from Glory ta Clory, by the Spirit of th 
Lorp} 
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. Is not chis our Calling, even as we are 
Chriſtians? But more eminently as we are Miniſters of 
Chriſt? And why (I will not ſay, do we fall ſhort, but 
why) are we fatiafied with falling ſo ſhort of it? Is there 
any Neceſſity laid upon us, of ſinking ſo infinitely below 


our Calling? Who hath required this at our Hands? 


Certainly not He by whoſe Authority we miniſter. Is 


not his Will the ſame with Regard to us, as with Re- 


gard to his firſt Ambaſſadors ? Is not his Love, and is 
not his Power {till the ſame, as they were in the antient 
Days? Know we not, that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame Yefter- 
day, To-day, and for ever! Why then may not you be as 
burning and as ſhining Lights, as thoſe that ſhone ſeventeen 
hundred Years ago? Do you defire to partake of the 


_ fame burning Love, of the ſame ſhining Holineſs? Surely _ 


you do. You cannot but be ſenfible, it is the greateſt 
Bleſſing which can be beſtowed on any Child of Man. 


Do you deſign it? Aim at it? Preſs on to this Mark of 


the Prize of the high Calling of Gov in Chriſt Jeſus? Do 
you conſtantly and earneſtly pray ſor it? Then, as the 


Lorp liveth, F js ſhall attain. Only let us pray on, and 
tarry at Jeruſalem till ue be endued with Power from on 


$ich. Let us continue in all the Ordinances of Gp, 
particularly in meditating on his Word, in denying our- 


felves, and taking up our Croſs daily, and as we have Time 
doing Good to all Men: And then afſuredly the great Shep- 
berd of us and eur Flocks, will mate us perfect in every 
good Work, to do his Will, and work in us all that is will 
leaſing in his Sight! This is the Deſire and Prayer of 


Your Brother and Servant 


LonpDoNn, in our Common LORD, © 
Feb. 6, 1756, | 


JOHN WESLEY; 
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